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Seattle police reforms 
meet judge’ s approval 


DEAN RUTZ / THE SEATTLE TIMES 


Mayor Jenny Durkan speaks Wednesday about a judge’s finding that Seattle police are in compliance with federal reforms addressing use of 
force and other behaviors. From left are City Attorney Pete Holmes, interim Police Chief Carmen Best and Councilmember M. Lorena Gonzalez. 


‘THIS DOES NOT MEAN THEIR WORK IS DONE,’ JUDGE WRITES 


SPD must show that the changes, required under a yearslong 
federal investigation into use of force, can be sustained 


ity, vigilance, endurance, and continued 
development and refinement of policies 
and procedures in accordance with con- 
stitutional principles.” 

Mayor Jenny Durkan agreed, saying 


“the next two years are going to be criti- 


By STEVE MILETICH AND MIKE CARTER 
Seattle Times staff reporters 

Ina landmark ruling, U.S. District 
Judge James Robart on Wednesday found 
the Seattle Police Department in “full and 
effective compliance” with court-ordered 
reforms imposed on the city more than 
five years ago after a string of high-profile 
incidents involving use of force. 

The city will enter into a two-year re- 
view period in which it must show the 
sweeping reforms are locked in place and 
address a list of issues Robart laid out in 


his 16-page ruling. 

“Fulfilling Phase I is an enormous mile- 
stone and one in which the City and SPD 
should take pride,” Robart wrote. “Never- 
theless, the court cautions the City and 
SPD that this does not mean their work is 
done. In many ways, Phase II is the most 
difficult portion of the Consent Decree to 
fulfill. 

“The ability to sustain the good work 
that has begun is not a foregone conclu- 
sion,” the judge added. “It will require 
dedication, hard work, creativity, flexibil- 


cal” to continuing the work. She noted 
during a Wednesday afternoon news 
conference that the city’s work is not done 
— “and we know we're not done.” 

But, for the moment, the ruling repre- 
sents a major turning point for the Police 
Department, recognizing its accomplish- 
ments since the city entered into a con- 
sent decree with the U.S. Justice Depart- 
ment in July 2012 to address allegations 
that officers had engaged in a “pattern or 
practice” of using excessive force and 

See > SPD, A8 
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2, coaches 
fired in 
Seahawks 
shake-up 


BEVELL, CABLE 


In wake of 9-7 record, 
more housecleaning may 
be on the way 


By BOB CONDOTTA 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

Two days after the Seahawks’ 
season ended, coach Pete Carroll 
talked of the difficult task that lay 
ahead in getting the team back on 
its desired course after missing 
the playoffs for the first time 
since 2011. 

“There are a lot of huge deci- 
sions to be made,” he said last 
week. 

Two of the biggest — and likely 
the toughest of Carroll’s eight- 
year Seattle career — were re- 
vealed Wednesday as the Sea- 
hawks fired offensive coordina- 
tor Darrell Bevell and Tom Cable, 
the offensive line coach, assistant 
head coach and running game 
coordinator. 

The firings were the first by the 
Seahawks since the month after 
Carroll’s first season in 2010, and 
came in the wake of a 9-7 record 
in which a sluggish offense was 
considered the main reason for 
the team’s struggles down the 
stretch. 

More changes to the team’s 
coaching staff could be coming. 

“We are challenged by change, 
but excited to attack the future 
with great purpose,” Carroll said 
in a statement released by the 
team. 

Bevell released a statement 
Wednesday thanking the Sea- 
hawks “for seven great seasons.” 

Bevell and Cable each arrived 
in 2011 and combined to coordi- 

See > SEAHAWKS, A6 


IT’S TIME TO LOOK at the 
whole Seahawks roster, 
writes Matt Calkins > c1 


Higher 
temps mean 
fewer male 
sea turtles 


GREAT BARRIER REEF 


With warming sands 
in nesting areas, 99 percent 
of births are female 


By KAREN WEINTRAUB 
The New York Times 

Male sea turtles are disappearing 
from Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. 

Anew study of gender ratios 
found that 99 percent of immature 
green turtles born in the northern 
part of the reef are female. Among 
adult turtles, 87 percent are female, 
suggesting there has been a shift in 
gender ratios during the past few 
decades. 

A sea turtle’s sex is determined by 
its nesting environment. As sands 
warm, more females will hatch 
relative to males; if the sand tem- 
perature tops 84.7 degrees during 
incubation, only females will 
emerge. 

The gender shift suggests climate 
change is having a significant effect 


JEFF WILDERMUTH / IMAX CORP. 


A green sea turtle munches on the tentacles of a jellyfish in the Great 
Barrier Reef of Australia during the filming of “Under the Sea 3D.” 


on one of the biggest green-turtle 
populations in the world, said Mi- 
chael Jensen, lead author of the 
new study, published in Current 
Biology. 

“We're all trying to wrap our 
heads around how these popula- 
tions are going to respond to those 
changes,” said Jensen, a marine 
biologist with the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) in San Diego. 

At what biologists call the pivot 
temperature, turtles hatch as a 


mixture of males and females. For 
green sea turtles, this temperature 
is 29.3 degrees Celsius (85 Fahren- 
heit). A few degrees below 29.3 C, 
all the sea turtles are born male. 
Heat up the eggs, and only females 
are born. 

“That transitional range, from 
100 percent males to 100 percent 
females, spans a very narrow band 
of only a couple of degrees,” Jensen 
said. 

The gender shift has been noticed 

See > TURTLES, A6 


Dreamers realize ruling 
isn’t a victory after all 


LAWSUIT, INJUNCTION 
COULD GO ON FOR YEARS 


Bipartisan plan imminent, 
lawmakers say 


By MARICA SACCHETTI, 
PATRICIA SULLIVAN 
AND ED O’KEEFE 

The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration vowed Wednes- 
day to fight a federal injunction 
that temporarily blocked its plans 
to rescind work permits for young 
undocumented immigrants, in- 
sisting that Congress must find a 
solution for those known as 
Dreamers. 

On Capitol Hill, lawmakers said 
a bipartisan proposal could come 
as early as Thursday or Friday, 
but such legislation would likely 
face resistance from progressives 
opposed to ceding any ground on 
immigration rights and conserva- 
tives who feel the same on securi- 
ty issues. 

esident Donald Trump made 
cracking down on illegal immi- 
gration a top priority, a stance 
that was underlined Wednesday 
with a U.S. Immigration and 


Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
search for undocumented work- 
ers at dozens of 7-Eleven stores 
nationwide. The agency said it 
was the largest targeting of a 
single employer since Trump took 
office. 

A key part of Trump’s crack- 
down was the decision to end the 
Obama-era Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) pro- 
gram, which Trump and his sup- 
porters called an egregious exam- 
ple of executive overreach. That 
effort was upended late Tuesday, 
when U.S. District Judge William 
Alsup in San Francisco said the 
nearly 690,000 DACA recipients 
must retain their work permits 
and protection from deportation 
while a lawsuit challenging the 
decision to end the program 
moves forward. 

Dreamers on Wednesday strug- 

See > DACA, A7 
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